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Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited and The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited 
take no responsibility for the contents of this announcement, make no representation as to 
its accuracy or completeness and expressly disclaim any liability whatsoever for any loss 
howsoever arising from or in reliance upon the whole or any part of the contents of this 
announcement.

Grace Wine Holdings Limited
怡園酒業控股有限公司

(Incorporated in the Cayman Islands with limited liability)

(Stock Code: 8146)

APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT NON-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
AND

RE-COMPLIANCE WITH THE GEM LISTING RULES

INTRODUCTION

References are made to the (i) the circular of Grace Wine Holdings Limited (the “Company”) 
dated 23 April 2025 (the “Circular”); and (ii) announcements of the Company dated 16 
May 2025 and 3 June 2025 in relation to, among others, the retirement of independent non-
executive directors of the Company (the “Directors”, and each a “Director”), the proposed 
redesignation and appointment of independent non-executive Directors and poll results of 
the annual general meeting of the Company held on 3 June 2025. Unless otherwise defined, 
capitalised terms used in this announcement shall have the same meanings as those defined in 
the Circular.

APPOINTMENT OF INDEPENDENT NON-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Board is pleased to announce that Mr. Kong Chi Hang Maurice (“Mr. Kong”) has been 
appointed as the independent non-executive Director with effect from 1 September 2025 to 
fill the causal vacancy of the Board as the composition of the Board comprises one executive 
Director, two non-executive Directors and two independent non-executive Directors from 
the conclusion of the AGM on 3 June 2025, which is non-compliant with (i) the number of 
independent non-executive Directors as it fell below the minimum three independent non-
executive Directors as required under Rule 5.05 of the GEM Listing Rules; and (ii) the 
independent non-executive Directors did not represent at least one-third of the Board as 
required under Rule 5.05A of the GEM Listing Rules.
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Biography of Mr. Kong

Mr. Kong Chi Hang Maurice (“Mr. Kong”), aged 60, is appointed as an independent non-
executive Director with effect from 1 September 2025.

Mr. Kong has over 35 years of experience in the food and beverage industry. From July 
2024 to March 2025, Mr. Kong was the chief operating officer of Tao Heung Seafood 
Hotpot Restaurant Limited, a Chinese restaurant chain in Hong Kong and China, and Mr. 
Kong oversaw its strategic development and operations. Prior to Tao Heung Seafood Hotpot 
Restaurant Limited, between January 2014 and June 2024, Mr. Kong was the food and 
beverage assistant general manager at New World Development Company Limited (stock 
code: 0017), a group where its core business areas include property development, property 
investment and other strategic operations in Greater China, and Mr. Kong was in charged 
of the food and beverage department of the group and primarily responsible for execution 
and implementation of all brands new food and beverage concepts, operation, strategic and 
visionary design for the group. From November 2002 to December 2013, Mr. Kong was 
director of food and beverage at Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (Management) 
Limited, a professional private management and operating company responsible for providing 
day to day management for the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre, where 
he oversaw the food and beverage operations including seven restaurants, banquets and 
concessions stands. Prior to Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (Management) 
Limited, Mr. Kong was an assistant food and beverage manager at the Mandarin Oriental, 
Hong Kong from 1992 to 2002, where he supervised daily operations of ten outlets as well as 
contributed to the openings to the hotels in London, Hawaii, Kuala Lumpur and Phuket.

Mr. Kong is also active in professional and industry organisations. Mr. Kong is a committee 
member for Catering and Tourism Safety and Health Committee of the Occupational 
Safety & Health Council, a Hong Kong statutory body for promoting safety and health at 
work and sustaining the valuable workforce of Hong Kong, since 2023. Since 2022, he 
serves as chairman of the Institute of Dining Professionals Limited, an organisation in 
Hong Kong promoting professional and academic development of the Hong Kong catering 
industry, for two consecutive terms (2022–2024 and 2024–2026) as well as its director since 
November 2020. From March 2023, Mr. Kong is also the director of the Institute of Dining 
Art Foundation Limited, a charitable organisation under section 88 of the Inland Revenue 
Ordinance set-up by a number of committee members of the Institute of Dining Professional 
Limited to promote charitable objectives and the succession of the catering industry. Since 
December 2020, Mr. Kong has also been a director and executive vice-chairman of the 
Association for Hong Kong Catering Services Management Limited. Furthermore, Mr. Kong is   
a committee member of the Chinese Culinary Institute under the Vocational Training Council 
from 2022 which provides training in Chinese culinary skills and catering management to 
industry practitioners. He is also the Honorary President of Les Amis d’Escoffier, a global 
network of chefs and culinary professionals, in China, Hong Kong, and Macau since 2007. 
Furthermore, Mr. Kong is currently the external member of the School Advisory Committee 
of the School of Hotel and Tourism Management and the honorary chairman of the School 
of Hotel and Tourism Management Alumni Association of The Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University.
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Mr. Kong graduated from Hong Kong Polytechnic (now known as Hong Kong Polytechnic 
University) with a Higher Diploma in Hotel Management in November 1993. Mr. Kong is 
currently pursuing a Master of Professional Management in Food and Beverage Business at 
Hong Kong Metropolitan University, with expected graduation in late 2025.

Length of Service and Remuneration

The Company has entered into a letter of appointment with Mr. Kong for a term of three years 
commencing from 1 September 2025. Pursuant to the letter of appointment, he is entitled to a 
director’s fee of HK$100,000 per annum which is reviewed by the Remuneration Committee 
and determined by the Board with reference to market rates, and his qualifications and 
experience.

Relationship with other Directors, Senior Management, or Substantial or Controlling 
Shareholders of the Company and Directorship in Public Companies

Mr. Kong has not held any directorship in the last three years in other public companies 
the securities of which are listed on any securities market in Hong Kong or overseas, and 
is not connected with any other Directors, senior management or substantial or controlling 
Shareholders and has not held any other position with any members of the Group.

Independence of Mr. Kong

Mr. Kong has confirmed (a) his independence as regards to each of the factors contained in 
Rules 5.09(1) to (8) of the GEM Listing Rules; (b) that he has no past or present financial or 
other interest in the business of the Company or its subsidiaries or any connection with any 
core connected persons (as defined in the GEM Listing Rules) of the Company; and (c) that 
there are no other factors that may affect his independence at the time of his appointment.

The Board considers that Mr. Kong meets the requirements of independence as set out in  
Rule 5.09 of the GEM Listing Rules.

Interest in the Shares of the Company

Mr. Kong did not have any interest in Shares within the meaning of Part XV of the Securities 
and Futures Ordinance (Cap. 571).

Other Information

Mr. Kong has no information to be disclosed pursuant to Rules 17.50(2)(h) to (w) of the GEM 
Listing Rules, and there are no other matters that need to be brought to the attention of the 
Shareholders.

The Board would like to extend a warm welcome to Mr. Kong in joining the Board.
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RE-COMPLIANCE WITH THE GEM LISTING RULES

Reference is made to the announcement of the Company dated 3 June 2025 in relation to, 
among others, its non-compliance with Rules 5.05 and 5.05A of the GEM Listing Rules as the 
composition of the Board comprises one executive Director, two non-executive Directors and 
two independent non-executive Directors from the conclusion of the AGM on 3 June 2025.

Following the appointment of Mr. Kong as an independent non-executive Director, the 
Company has re-complied with (i) Rule 5.05 of the GEM Listing Rules as the number of 
independent non-executive Directors meets the minimum three independent non-executive 
Directors as required under Rule 5.05 of the GEM Listing Rules; and (ii) 5.05A of the GEM 
of the Listing Rules as the independent non-executive Directors represent at least one-third of 
the Board as required under Rule 5.05A of the GEM Listing Rules.

By order of the Board
Grace Wine Holdings Limited

Judy Chan
Chairlady, Chief Executive Officer and Executive Director

Hong Kong, 1 September 2025

As at the date of this announcement, the Board comprises Ms. Judy Chan as the executive 
Director; Mr. Chow Christer Ho and Dr. Cheung Chai Hong as the non-executive Directors; 
and Mr. James Douglas Richard Field, Mr. Chan Tsz King, Vincent and Mr. Kong Chi Hang 
Maurice as the independent non-executive Directors.

This announcement, for which the Directors collectively and individually accept full 
responsibility, includes particulars given in compliance with the GEM Listing Rules for the 
purpose of giving information with regard to the Company. The Directors, having made all 
reasonable enquiries, confirm that to the best of their knowledge and belief the information 
contained in this announcement is accurate and complete in all material respects and not 
misleading or deceptive, and there are no other matters the omission of which would make 
any statement herein or this announcement misleading.

This announcement will remain on the “Latest Listed Company Information” page of the 
website of The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited at www.hkexnews.hk for at least 7 days 
from the day of publication. This announcement will also be published on the Company’s 
website at www.gracewine.com.hk.


